Effects of zinc acexamate on gastric mucosal resistance factors.
The effects of zinc acexamate on gastric defensive systems were evaluated in the rat. Gastric ulcers induced by oral administration of three necrotic agents (0.6 N HCl, 25% NaCl, 100% ethanol) were markedly reduced by different pretreatments with zinc acexamate. This cytoprotective effect was not modified by previous treatment with indomethacin (30 mg/kg orally). Zinc acexamate pretreatment also prevents the disruption of the gastric mucosal barrier induced by aspirin (40 mM) and increases mucus production in the gastric glands and tracheal walls. These observations suggest that the antiulcer effects described for zinc salts could be the result, at least partly, of an action increasing gastric mucosal defensive systems.